
Celebrating Sunshine Week - March 13-19, 2016
Sunshine Week is a national initiative to promote a dialogue about the 
importance of open government and freedom of information. Participants 
include news media, civic groups, libraries, nonpro its, schools and others 
interested in the public’s right to know.

New York’s Freedom of Information Law 
The Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) relates to the public’s right to gain access to 
government records. Every New York state or municipal department, board, bureau, 
division, commission, committee, public authority, public corporation, council, of ice 
or other governmental entity performing a governmental or proprietary function is 
subject to FOIL. Each of those governmental entities is an “agency.” The courts are outside 
its coverage but often must disclose records under other provisions of law. The State 
Legislature is covered by the Freedom of Information Law, but is treated differently from 
agencies. Private corporations or companies are not subject 
to the Freedom of Information Law. 
All records are available, unless an exception permits 
an agency to deny access. Most exceptions are based on 
common sense. For example, if making the records public 
would be an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy or 
prevent a government agency from carrying out its duties, it 
is likely that some aspects of the records may be withheld.  
When an agency receives a request, the law states that the 
agency has ive business days to grant or deny access in 
whole or in part, or if more time is needed, to acknowledge 
the receipt of the request in writing and indicate an 
approximate date by which the agency will respond to the 
request, usually not more than 20 additional business days. 
Nominal fees related to supplying the requested documents 
may apply. A denial of a request may be appealed. Copies 

of appeals and the 
determinations must 
be sent by the agency to the Committee on Open 
Government.  More on COG can be found on their 
website at www.dos.ny.gov/coog

Still confused? 
Maybe Bob the Squirrel can explain it in a 
“nutshell.”  To view this original cartoon by Frank 
Page go to   www.nynpa.com/docs/nie/sunshine/
btsSUNSHINEWK2016.pdf

This feature is just one part of this newspaper’s Newspaper in Education 
(NIE) program. Please donate to the program so our students will learn to 

grow up to be active, engaged members of our community.

Newspaper Activity: Look 
through the newspaper 
for news and information 
about New York state or 
municipal (city, village, 
town or county) “agencies” 
as described by FOIL. Do 
any of these articles make 
reference to government 
records? Select one example 
and explain how this news 
and information affect you.  
For more Sunshine Week 
resources and activities, go 
to www.nynpa.com/nie/
sunshine.html

Your Right to Know
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