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Your Place in the World

Activity: Find three exciting or important stories in the newspaper (print or 
electronic) - one each about your community, your state and your country.  Write a 
one-sentence summary of each story.  Then explain why each story is important to 
you and how the information may affect your thinking or decision-making.

• What are the concerns of people in your community?
• What is the environmental health of your state?
• What are the political, social and economic challenges facing 

your country?

Many events and 
actions infl uence your 
life.  Beyond your family, 
you are the citizen of a 
community, a state, a 
nation and the world.  

Your newspaper 
keeps you informed about 
important areas that 
aff ect your life.  Are there 
diff erent cultural groups 
in your community?  
Are there festivals and 
events to celebrate those 

cultures? Are your fellow citizens raising 
money to support a local cause?  Are local 
governments working together to improve 

police or fi re protection? Th e vitality, health 
and attitudes of the community have a direct 
impact on the quality of your life.

What are the employment 
opportunities in diff erent geographic 
regions? Is your state considering new 
revenue initiatives such as permitting 
gambling casinos?  What is your state doing 
to encourage people to visit or move there?

How is the United States dealing with 
its allies and enemies? How do national 
decisions aff ect state and local issues? What 
is the federal government doing to improve 
the lives of its citizens? 

Reading the newspaper keeps you 
informed about the actions and issues that 
aff ect your life and well-being.

“Your 
newspaper 
keeps you 
informed 
about 
important 
areas that 
affect your 
life.”
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A Better Place

Activity: Make a list of ive things about yourself that you would like to improve.  
Then ind a story or an opportunity in the newspaper (print or electronic) 
that could help you make each improvement.  Write the information next to 
each item on the list.  Now, take action.  Carry out at least three of your own 
recommendations!

• Do you want to create a better impression?
• Do you want to move up to a higher economic level?
• Do you just want to relax and have fun?

Th e newspaper is a 
wonderful tool for self-
improvement, professional 
growth and personal recre-
ation and relaxation.

Th e lifestyle, health 
and fi tness articles in your 
newspaper provide infor-
mation about everything 
from delicious recipes to 
fashion trends.  Stories 
about healthful eating and 
proper exercise can show 
you how to gain strength 

and energy.
Advice columns in the newspaper cover 

all aspects of modern living. A personal 
advice column can help you make decisions 

about your relationships with others. Finan-
cial columns advise you how to invest wisely. 
Informational columns can teach you about 
your car, computer, travel and more.

Whether you’re in the mood for educa-
tion or relaxation, the newspaper is a helpful 
guide.  Arts and community-events calen-
dars direct you to concerts, plays, seminars, 
tourist sites, museums and educational 
experiences.  You can oft en fi nd reviews of 
current fi lms as well as movie listings. Th e 
television listings will even tell you where to 
aim your remote.  Th e comics, crosswords, 
sudoku puzzles and humor columns help 
take your mind off  your worries.

Almost everything you need to know 
for a happier, fuller life is at your fi ngertips 
in the newspaper or on the paper’s website.

“Stories 
about 
healthful 
eating and 
proper 
exercise can 
show you  
how to gain 
strength & 
energy.”
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More For Your Money

Activity: Skim the advertising in your newspaper (print or electronic).  Look for 
things you would like to buy.  Add up the costs of all your items.  

Next, go to the classi ied section.  Use the classi ied ads to help you create a 
dream lifestyle - a job you would like, a place to live, a car and a pet.  Write a story 
about your dream future, including all the items you have found in newspaper 
advertising.

• You need a new refrigerator.
• You’re planning two weeks of meals and are on a tight budget.
• You’re looking for a value at a yard sale.

Your newspaper 
can help you with 
these things and more. 
Th e newspaper uses 
advertising to give you 
news about the goods 
and services in your 
community.

Display ads 
appear throughout the 
newspaper, and tell you 
what businesses have 
to off er. Display ads 
show you a picture of a 
product and explain its 

benefi ts. Th e ads make it easy to compare 
the prices and features of diff erent brands 

and stores.  Th ese ads also list business 
locations and hours.  

Insert advertising includes sales 
circulars from area stores as well as coupons 
to help you fi nd bargains.

Classifi ed ads, or “want ads” are 
placed on separate pages in the newspaper.  
Th ese are people-to-people advertisements 
for items that individuals want to buy 
or sell and ads placed by businesses, 
off ering employment opportunities.  Most 
newspapers put real estate and automobile 
ads in their classifi eds.  Th e classifi ed ad 
section has that name because the ads are 
“classifi ed” by easy-to-understand categories, 
making it easy to know where to look for a 
job, a house, a car, a pet or a yard sale.

“The 
newspaper 
uses 
advertising 
to give you 
news about 
the goods 
and services 
in your 
community.”
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Eyes on the Government

Activity: Find a newspaper story (print or electronic) about a decision made by 
your local, state or federal government.  Identify the group of citizens who will be 
affected by this decision.  How will the decision change their lives? In what way 
could the decision affect you, either now or in the future?

• A local zoning board could approve development of a 
shopping center next to your house.

• The state legislature may increase the state sales tax and 
items you buy could cost more.

• The federal government may sign a new trade agreement 
with another country which could harm businesses in your 
community.

In a democracy, 
you can make your voice 
heard about these deci-
sions.  You can contact 
your local, state and 
congressional repre-
sentatives and tell them 
how you want them to 
vote.  You can join other 
citizens who share your 
views and together, you 
can infl uence the deci-

sion-making of your representatives.
As a citizen, you have the right and the 

responsibility to let your elected offi  cials 
know where you stand on issues.  But fi rst, 
you must know what the issues are.  Th at’s 
where the press comes in.  Reporters cover 
everything from school board and city 
council meetings to congressional roll calls.  
Newspapers publish the news citizens need 
to know to infl uence decision-making and 
make informed choices.

Th e press is called “the public’s watch-
dog.” Th is role is so important that the 
founding fathers of this country included 
special protections for the press in the First 
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution.

“...you have the 
right and the  
responsibility 
to let your 
elected 
of icials 
know where 
you stand on 
issues. ”


